
Document A
The American people having derived their origin from many other nations, and the Declaration 

of National Independence being entirely based on the great principle of human equality, these facts 
demonstrate at once our disconnected position as regards any other nation; that we have, in reality, 
but little connection with the past history of any of them, and still less with all antiquity, its glories, or 
its crimes. On the contrary, our national birth was the beginning of a new history, the formation and 5 
progress of an untried political system, which separates us from the past and connects us with the 
future only; and so far as regards the entire development of the natural rights of man, in moral, 
political, and national life, we may confidently assume that our country is destined to be the great 
nation of futurity.  

It is so destined, because the principle upon which a nation is organized fixes its destiny, and 10 
that of equality is perfect, is universal. It presides in all the operations of the physical world, and it is 
also the conscious law of the soul -- the self-evident dictates of morality, which accurately defines the 
duty of man to man, and consequently man's rights as man. Besides, the truthful annals of any nation 
furnish abundant evidence, that its happiness, its greatness, its duration, were always proportionate to 
the democratic equality in its system of government. . . . 15 

What friend of human liberty, civilization, and refinement, can cast his view over the past 
history of the monarchies and aristocracies of antiquity, and not deplore that they ever existed? What 
philanthropist can contemplate the oppressions, the cruelties, and injustice inflicted by them on the 
masses of mankind, and not turn with moral horror from the retrospect?  

America is destined for better deeds. It is our unparalleled glory that we have no reminiscences 20 
of battle fields, but in defence of humanity, of the oppressed of all nations, of the rights of conscience, 
the rights of personal enfranchisement. Our annals describe no scenes of horrid carnage, where men 
were led on by hundreds of thousands to slay one another, dupes and victims to emperors, kings, 
nobles, demons in the human form called heroes. We have had patriots to defend our homes, our 
liberties, but no aspirants to crowns or thrones; nor have the American people ever suffered 25 
themselves to be led on by wicked ambition to depopulate the land, to spread desolation far and wide, 
that a human being might be placed on a seat of supremacy.  

We have no interest in the scenes of antiquity, only as lessons of avoidance of nearly all their 
examples. The expansive future is our arena, and for our history. We are entering on its untrodden 
space, with the truths of God in our minds, beneficent objects in our hearts, and with a clear 30 
conscience unsullied by the past. We are the nation of human progress, and who will, what can, set 
limits to our onward march? Providence is with us, and no earthly power can. We point to the 
everlasting truth on the first page of our national declaration, and we proclaim to the millions of other 
lands, that "the gates of hell" -- the powers of aristocracy and monarchy -- "shall not prevail against it."  

The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In its magnificent 35 
domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to manifest to mankind the 
excellence of divine principles; to establish on earth the noblest temple ever dedicated to the worship 
of the Most High -- the Sacred and the True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere -- its roof the firmament of 
the star-studded heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics, comprising hundreds of 
happy millions, calling, owning no man master, but governed by God's natural and moral law of 40 
equality, the law of brotherhood -- of "peace and good will amongst men.". . .  

Yes, we are the nation of progress, of individual freedom, of universal enfranchisement. Equality 
of rights is the cynosure of our union of States, the grand exemplar of the correlative equality of 
individuals; and while truth sheds its effulgence, we cannot retrograde, without dissolving the one and 
subverting the other. We must onward to the fulfilment of our mission -- to the entire development of 45 
the principle of our organization -- freedom of conscience, freedom of person, freedom of trade and 
business pursuits, universality of freedom and equality. This is our high destiny, and in nature's 
eternal, inevitable decree of cause and effect we must accomplish it. All this will be our future history, 
to establish on earth the moral dignity and salvation of man -- the immutable truth and beneficence of 
God. For this blessed mission to the nations of the world, which are shut out from the life-giving light 50 
of truth, has America been chosen; and her high example shall smite unto death the tyranny of kings, 
hierarchs, and oligarchs, and carry the glad tidings of peace and good will where myriads now endure 



an existence scarcely more enviable than that of beasts of the field. Who, then, can doubt that our 
country is destined to be the great nation of futurity? 
 55 
John L. O'Sullivan, Excerpted from "The Great Nation of Futurity," The United States Democratic 
Review, 1839.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document B

Most important of all, we have that indefinable, unmistakable sign of leadership: prestige. And 
unlike the prestige of Rome or Genghis Khan or 19th-century England, American prestige throughout 
the world is faith in the good intentions as well as in the utimate intelligence and the ultimate strength 
of the whole of the American people. We have lost some of that prestige in the last few years but most 
of it is still here. 5 

As America enters dynamically upon the world scene, we need most of all to seek and to bring 
forth a vision of America as a world power which is authentically American and which can inspire us to 
live and work and fight with vigor and enthusiasm. And as we come now to the great test, it may yet 
turn out that, in all our trials and tribulations of spirit during the first part of this century, we as a 
people have been painfully apprehending the meaning of our time; and now, in this moment of testing, 10 
there may come clear at last the vision which will guide us to the authentic creation of the 20th 
century—our century. 

Consider four areas of life and thought in which we may seek to realize such a vision: 
First, the economic. It is for America and for America alone to determine whether a system of 

free economic order compatible with freedom and progress shall or shall not prevail in this century. We 15 
know perfectly well that there is not the slightest chance of anything faintly resembling a free economic 
system prevailing in this country if it prevails nowhere else. What then, does America have to decide? 
Some few decisions are quite simple. For example: we have to decide whether or not we shall have for 
ourselves and our friends freedom of the seas the right to go with our ships and our„oceangoing 
airplanes wher we wish, when we wish and as we wish. The vision of America as the principal guarantor 20 
or the freedom of the seas, the vision of America as the dynamic leader of world trade, has within it the 
possibilities of such enormous human progress as to stagger the imagination. Let us not be staggered 
by it. Let us rise to its tremendous possibilities. […] 

Closely akin to the purely economic area, and yet quite different from it, there is the picture of 
an America which will send out through the world its technical and artistic skills. Engineers, scientists, 25 
doctors, movie men, makers of entertainment, developers of airlines, builders of roads, teachers, 
educators. Throughout the world, these skills, this training, this leadership are needed and will be 
eagerly welcomed only we have the imagination to see it and the sincerity and good will to create the 
world of the 20th century. 

But now there is a third thing which our vision must immediately be concerned with. We must 30 
undertake now to be the Good Samaritan of the entire world. It is the manifest duty of this country to 
undertake to feed all the people of the world who as a result of this worldwide collapse of civilization 
are hungry and destitute—all of them, that is, whom we can from time to time reach consistently with 
a very tough attitude toward all hostile governments. For every dollar we spend on armaments, we 
should spend at least a dime in a gigantic effort to feed the world—and all the world should know that 35 
we have dedicated ourselves to this task. Every farmer in America should be encouraged to produce all 
the crops he can, and all that we cannot eat—and perhaps some of us could eat less—should forthwith 
be dispatched to the four quarters of the globe as a free gift, administered by a humanitarian army of 
Americans, to every man, woman, and child on this earth who is really hungry. 

But all this is not enough. All this will fail and none of it will happen unless our vision of 40 
America as a world power includes a passionate devotion to Great American ideals. We have some 



things in this country which are infinitely precious and especially American—a love of freedom, a 
feeling for the equality of opportunity, a tradition of self-reliance and independence and also of 
cooperation. In addition to ideals and notions which are especially American, we are the inheritors of 
all the great principles of Western civilization—above all Justice, the love of Truth, the ideal of Charity. 45 
The other day Herbert Hoover said that America was fast becoming the sanctuary of the ideals of 
civilization. For the moment it may be enough to be the sanctuary of these ideals. But not for long. It 
now becomes our time to be the powerhouse from which the ideals spread throughout the world and 
do their mysterious work of lifting the life of mankind from the level of the beasts to what the Psalmist 
called a little lower than the angels. 50 

America as the dynamic center of ever-widening spheres of enterprise, America as the training 
center of the skillful servants of mankind, America as the Good Samaritan, really believing again that it 
is more blessed to give than to receive, and America as the powerhouse of the ideals of Freedom and 
Justice—out of these elements surely can be fashioned a vision of the 20th century to which we can and 
will devote ourselves in joy and gladness and vigor and enthusiasm. 55 

Other nations can survive simply because they have endured so long—sometimes with more and 
sometimes with less significance. But this nation, conceived in adventure and dedicated to the progress 
of man—this nation cannot truly endure unless there courses strongly through its veins from Maine to 
California the blood of purpose and enterprise and high resolve. 

Throughout the 17th century and the 18th century and the 19th century, this continent teemed with 60 
manifold projects and magnificent purposes. Above them all and weaving them all together into the 
most exciting flag of all the world and of all history was the triumphal purpose of freedom. 

It is in this spirit that all of us are called, each to his own measure of capacity, and each in the 
widest horizon of his vision, to create the first great American Century.
 
Henry Luce, “The American Century” (Life magazine editorial), February 17, 1941 

 
 
 
 
 
Document C

Someone once said that the difference between an American and any other kind of person is that 
an American lives in anticipation of the future because he knows it will be a great place. Other people 
fear the future as just a repetition of past failures. There’s a lot of truth in that. If there is one thing we 
are sure of it is that history need not be relived; that nothing is impossible, and that man is capable of 
improving his circumstances beyond what we are told is fact. 5 

There are those in our land today, however, who would have us believe that the United States, 
like other great civilizations of the past, has reached the zenith of its power; that we are weak and 
fearful, reduced to bickering with each other and no longer possessed of the will to cope with our 
problems. 

Much of this talk has come from leaders who claim that our problems are too difficult to handle. 10 
We are supposed to meekly accept their failures as the most which humanly can be done. They tell us 
we must learn to live with less, and teach our children that their lives will be less full and prosperous 
than ours have been; that the America of the coming years will be a place where—because of our past 
excesses—it will be impossible to dream and make those dreams come true. 

I don’t believe that. And, I don’t believe you do either. That is why I am seeking the presidency. I 15 
cannot and will not stand by and see this great country destroy itself. Our leaders attempt to blame 
their failures on circumstances beyond their control, on false estimates by unknown, unidentifiable 
experts who rewrite modern history in an attempt to convince us our high standard of living, the result 
of thrift and hard work, is somehow selfish extravagance which we must renounce as we join in 
sharing scarcity. I don’t agree that our nation must resign itself to inevitable decline, yielding its proud 20 
position to other hands. I am totally unwilling to see this country fail in its obligation to itself and to 
the other free peoples of the world. 



The crisis we face is not the result of any failure of the American spirit; it is a failure of our 
leaders to establish rational goals and give our people something to order their lives by. If I am elected, 
I shall regard my election as proof that the people of the United States have decided to set a new 25 
agenda and have recognized that the human spirit thrives best when goals are set and progress can be 
measured in their achievement. 

[…] 
In recent months leaders in our government have told us that, we, the people, have lost 

confidence in ourselves; that we must regain the spirit and our will to achieve our national goals. Well, 30 
it is true there is a lack of confidence, an unease with things the way they are. But the confidence we 
have lost is confidence in our government’s policies. Our unease can almost be called bewilderment at 
how our defense strength has deteriorated. The great productivity of our industry is now surpassed by 
virtually all the major nations who compete with us for world markets. And, our currency is no longer 
the stable measure of value it once was. 35 

But there remains the greatness of our people, our capacity for dreaming up fantastic deeds and 
bringing them off to the surprise of an unbelieving world. When Washington’s men were freezing at 
Valley Forge, Tom Paine told his fellow Americans: “We have it in our power to begin the world over 
again.” We still have that power. 

We—today’s living Americans—have in our lifetime fought harder, paid a higher price for 40 
freedom and done more to advance the dignity of man than any people who ever lived on this earth. 
The citizens of this great nation want leadership—yes—but not a “man on a white horse” demanding 
obedience to his commands. They want someone who believes they can “begin the world over again.” A 
leader who will unleash their great strength and remove the roadblocks government has put in their 
way. I want to do that more than anything I’ve ever wanted. And it’s something that I believe with 45 
God’s help I can do. 

I believe this nation hungers for a spiritual revival; hungers to once again see honor placed 
above political expediency; to see government once again the protector of our liberties, not the 
distributor of gifts and privilege. Government should uphold and not undermine those institutions 
which are custodians of the very values upon which civilization is founded—religion, education and, 50 
above all, family. Government cannot be clergyman, teacher and parent. It is our servant, beholden to 
us. 

We who are privileged to be Americans have had a rendezvous with destiny since the moment in 
1630 when John Winthrop, standing on the deck of the tiny Arbella off the coast of Massachusetts, told 
the little band of pilgrims, “We shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are upon us so that if 55 
we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken and so cause Him to withdraw His 
present help from us, we shall be made a story and a byword throughout the world.” 

A troubled and afflicted mankind looks to us, pleading for us to keep our rendezvous with 
destiny; that we will uphold the principles of self-reliance, self-discipline, morality, and—above all—
responsible liberty for every individual that we will become that shining city on a hill. 60 

I believe that you and I together can keep this rendezvous with destiny. 
 

Ronald Reagan, Annoucement for Presidential Candidacy, November 13, 1979 


