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crease, and decrease with little diminution; whereby they growe to that

abundance [that] you shall scarce finde any Baye, shallow shore, or Coue
of sand, where you may not take many Clampes, or Lobsters, or both at your
pleasure; and in many places lode your boat if you please: nor Iles where you finde
not fruits, birds, crabs, and muskles, or all of them for [the] taking, at a lowe
water. And in the harbors we frequented, a little boye might take of Cunners and
Pinacks and such delicate fish, at the ships sterne, more then sixe or tenne can eate
in a daie; but with a casting net, thousands when wee pleased: and scarce any
place, but Cod, Cuske, Holybut, Mackerell, Scate, or such like, a man may take
with a hooke or line what he will. And in diuers sandy Baies, a man may draw with
a net great store of Mullets, Ba[s]ses, and diuers other sorts of such excellent fish,
as many as his Net can drawe on shore. [There is] no Riuer where there is not
plentie of Sturgion, or Salmon, or both: all which are to be had in abundance
obseruing but their seasons. But if a man will goe at Christmasse to gather Cherries
in Kent, he may be deceiued, though there be plentie in Summer: so heere, these
plenties haue each their seasons, as I haue expressed.

We tor the most part had little but bread and vinegar: and though the most part of
luly when the fishing decaied, they wrought all day, laie abroade in the Iles all
night, and liued on what they found, yet were [they] not sicke. But I would wish
none [to] put himself long to such plunges, except necessitie constraine it. Yet
worthy is that person to starue that heere cannot live; if he haue sense, strength, and
health: for, there is no such penury of these blessings in any place, but that a
hundred men may, 1n one houre or two, make their prouisions for a day; and hee
that hath experience to mannage well these affaires, with fortie or thirtie honest in-
dustrious men, might well vndertake (if they dwell in these parts) to subiect the
Saluages, and feed daily two or three hundred men, with as good corne, fish, and
flesh, as the earth hath of those kindes, and yet make that labor but their pleasure:
prouided that they haue engin[e]s that be proper for their purposes.

Who can desire more content, that hath smal meanes; or but only his merit to
aduance his fortune, then to tread, and plant that ground hee hath purchased by the

hazard of his life? If he haue but the taste of virtue and mag-
A note for men that  nanimitie, what to such a minde can bee more pleasant, then
:j::;‘;;;;ff;{,;ﬂf:” planting and building a foundation for his Posteritie, gotte from

the rude earth, by Gods blessing and his owne industrie, with-
out preiudice to any? If hee haue any graine of faith or zeale in Religion, what can
hee doe lesse hurtfull to any: or more agreeable to God, then to seeke to conuert
those poore Saluages to know Christ, and humanitie, whose labors with discretion
will triple requite thy charge and paines? What so truely su[i]tes with honour and
honestie, as the discouering things vnknowne? erecting Townes, peopling Coun-
tries, informing the ignorant, reforming things vniust, teaching virtue; and gaine to
our Natiue mother-countrie a kingdom to attend her: finde imployment for those
that are idle, because they know not what to doe: so farre from wronging any, as to
cause Posteritie to remember thee; and remembring thee, euer honour that remem-
brance with praise?

Consider: What were the beginnings and endings of the Monarkies of the Chal-

!- Il these and diuerse other good things do heere, for want of vse, still in-

deans, the Syrians, the Grecians, and Romanes, but this one rule; What was it they
would not doe, for the good of the commonwealth, or their Mother-citie? For
example: Rome, What made her such a Monarchesse, but onely the aduentures of
her youth, not in riots at home; but in dangers abroade? and the iustice and iudge-
ment out of their experience, when they grewe aged. What was their ruine and
hurt, but this; The excesse of idlenesse, the fondnesse of Parents, the want of ex-
perience in Magistrates, the admiration of their vndeserued honours, the contempt
of true merit, their vniust iealo[u]sies, their politicke incredulities, their hypo-
criticall seeming goodnesse, and their deeds of secret lewdnesse? finally, in fine,
growing onely formall temporists, ali that their predecessors got in many years,
they lost in few daies. Those by their pain and vertues became Lords of the world:
they by their ease and vices became slaues to their seruants. This is the difference
betwixt the vse of Armes in the field, and on the monuments of stones: the golden
age and the leaden age, prosperity and miserie, iustice and corruption, substance
and shadowes, words and deeds. experience and imagination, making Common-

wealths and marring Commonwealths, the fruits of vertue and the conclusions
of vice.



